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Objective Principle
Hope for Humans is the sole impassionate innovator of a structured and sustainable health program for Nodding
Syndrome (NS) afflicted children, their families and their immediate communities in Northern Uganda. Without
Hope for Humans NS afflicted children will suffer greatly and eventually die. The primary measurements of our
success would be off any scale or chart and simply put would be life versus death.
As the leading visionary of this structured, holistic health program, Hope for Humans is involved with a
humanitarian crisis in Uganda where we are strongly reliant upon humanitarian actors, donors, government
agencies and all parties who are involved in the search for a cure and research for a change.
We and our constituents re-affirm our commitment to respect and to promote the humanitarian principles of
humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence, towards any stakeholders involved in the nodding syndrome
crisis in Northern Uganda, and re-affirm the value of the humanitarian imperative:
•

We affirm and uphold the review and design of all humanitarian policies to comply with the humanitarian
principles, as defined in the United States and Uganda;

•

We enhance existing commitments for good donor practices such as the Global Humanitarian Donorship
Initiative (GHD principles);

•

We endorse and protect the fundamental rights of NS afflicted communities in Northern Uganda;

•

We allow and support full unimpeded access to all NS afflicted children in need of assistance and promote
the safety, protection and freedom for these children and their communities in Northern Uganda;

•

We strive to ensure that funding of our humanitarian actions does not adversely affect the NS afflicted
communities in Northern Uganda;

•

We recognize the necessity of dynamic and flexible response to changing needs in this humanitarian
crises, strive to ensure predictability and flexibility in our services, funding, programming and to other key
organizations and constituents;

•

We stress the importance of transparent and strategic priority-setting and financial planning by
implementing and exploring the possibility of reducing, or enhancing the flexibility of earmarking, and of
introducing longer term funding arrangements; and

•

We responsibly, collaboratively, and actively support the formulation of the Common Humanitarian Action
Plans (CHAP), which is the primary instrument for strategic planning, prioritization and coordination in order
to responsibly act within the NS afflicted communities in Northern Uganda.
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Measurability
Hope for Humans is able to carry out the above imperatives and affirmations by:
•

closely monitoring of growth parameters, seizure control, other health issues, and cognitive status;

•

monitoring and evaluating organizational and accounting systems by clarifying organizational values,
policies, rules and regulations and organizational behavioral standards;

•

providing support for its staff through sufficient training and development allowing our senior management,
board of directors, and constituents to openly and transparently manage financial reporting;

•

objectively assessing, evaluating, comparing and monitoring delivery of its programs, cost, and quality; and

•

seeking excellence in performance and decision making in order to provide culturally relevant and
sustainable services to the NS afflicted children and their communities in Northern Uganda.

Completeness
Hope for Humans completeness statement, as it relates to transactions, presentation, and disclosure is guided
by the following:
•

determining whether all transactions were properly recorded;

•

addressing any incompleteness existing in Hope for Humans assets, liabilities, financial management or
reporting; and

•

disclosing financial, organizational, programming, and research reporting to any concerned individual,
organization, or governmental agency.

Relevance
The world is getting smaller every day and disease does not respect boundaries. Neglected diseases, such
as nodding disease, HIV, Ebola, Tuberculous (to name a few) can quickly become a problem across the globe.
Nodding disease, so far has not been proven to be any different. Hope for Humans also believes it is an ethical
dilemma to allow children to die from a treatable disease. Hope for Humans is taking the steps to prevent these
deaths and human suffering, as well as, addressing the social and economic consequences of NS in villages
struggling to step out of immense poverty.
Future
The future of Hope for Humans is dependent upon the world free of Nodding Syndrome and allowing children
born in this endemic region to reach their full growth and cognitive potential. To achieve this future it’s vitally
important that we monitor the prevalence and incidence of NS and follow it to form an accurate definition of this
yet to be defined disease. As it stands today, there are still new NS cases being reported in Northern Uganda
and we will remain until this treatable disease has been eradicated. We have seen too many times that disease
does not follow boundaries and at this point we do not know if NS may one day have global implications. It
is clear that our health is dependent on the health of others therefore, we have an obligation to humanity to
understand and to see the end to NS.

